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April 18: Police in Lima reported that 50 people were massacred April 12 in the village of Sonomoro,
Junin department. The police said they did not learn of the killings until five survivors arrived on
foot in Lima to report it. The survivors told police that 300 masked attackers dressed in civilian
clothes rounded up village residents and shot to death about 50 elderly people and children. AP
reported that villagers said they did not know who the attackers were, and that the gunmen did not
speak during the slaughter.
Officials in Concepcion, a nearby town, said the killers could have been members of Sendero
Luminoso (Shining Path). Both the rebels and government security forces have been accused of such
massacres in the past. Suspected Sendero Luminoso rebels killed Felipe Salaverry, former director
of Peru's Social Security Institute. The victim's car was destroyed with explosives as he traveled on
a road south of Lima. A friend and associate of President Alan Garcia, Salaverry left the government
post last year. Police in Campanilla, located in the Upper Huallaga valley, reported that Sendero
Luminoso rebels ambushed an army convoy and killed seven soldiers. An undetermined number of
soldiers were wounded in the April 17 attack.
April 20: The New York Times reported that police said on April 6 in the village of Alto Pauralli,
Junin department, Sendero Luminoso guerrillas killed 24 people. Both Alto Pauralli and Sonomoro,
the Times noted, are within 48 km. of Mazamari, a base where 12 US special forces soldiers train
Peruvian anti-drug police. The Times quoted a police spokesperson in Huancayo as saying that
about 1,000 Indians fled to the army-controlled town of Satipo. According to official figures, in the
first 15 days of April, 178 people were killed. The Times noted that unofficial figures indicate 300
have been killed.
April 20: Police in Lima reported an attack on a police post in the town of Azangaro-Puno in the
southeastern Andean region by nearly 100 guerrillas. The number of casualties was unknown, result
of communications problems in the area.
April 21: Police reported that Attorney General Manuel Catacora Gonzales received a written death
threat from the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement in a package in his office. The warning was
discovered April 19 when workers in his office in the Civic Center found what appeared to be an
explosive device. Police deactivated the package and inside found the death threat. Police reported
that one policeman was injured when rebels armed with submachineguns and dynamite ambushed
a car carrying police and eight soldiers near Barranca, 160 km. north of Lima.
April 22: Owner of the Panamericana TV network, Hector Delgado Parker, was released in Lima
by Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement rebels, after being held for over six months. Delgado
Parker was unharmed. A relative who requested anonymity quoted Delgado Parker as saying the
kidnappers treated him like a prisoner of war. They permitted him to write letters and read, but the
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letters were never delivered. His family admitted to paying a ransom, but refused to divulge the
amount. The executive was kidnapped Oct. 4 while being driven through Lima. His driver was killed
and a bodyguard was wounded in the abduction. As a condition for his release, Delgado Parker's
television station broadcast April 18 and April 19 a videotaped message in which a rebel leader
urged Peruvians to join "the armed struggle."
April 24: The Peruvian government renewed a 60-day state of emergency affecting the Andean
highlands and Amazon jungle regions of the country.
April 25: Police reported in Lima that at least 16 Sendero Luminoso rebels died in a clash with police
on the evening of April 23 in the Mazamari jungle, Junin department. A police patrol discovered a
30-person rebel unit. No information was available on police casualties. (Basic data from Xinhua,
04/18/90, 04/25/90; AP, 04/19/90; AFP, 04/21/90, 04/22/90; Notimex, 04/25/90)
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